The Dugsters Guide for FTP Clients for newbies.





Firstly.


FTP is a non visual format of the Internet 


HTTP is the visual format. Hence when we use our browsers we are surfing through HTTP Internet servers.


My FTP Client is called Cuteftp


My HTTP browser is called Netscape





Therefore,


A FTP Client program operates as a powerful browser for FTP servers. 


It is represented as directory structures.


Generally the FTP Client window is split into two sections, both displaying directory structures as you would see in your windows file explorer.


The left usually is a directory and file structure of your computers harddrive.


The right is usually a directory and file structure of the remote computer (server) you have connected to.





This allows you to rummage through the remote computers file structure as if it was on your local machine. You are able to access directories and files and download them to the directory structure on your computer.


__________________________________________________________________________________________________





Upon signing up with an ISP you are usually granted FTP server space to upload your files to. This is where you store the HTML documents that you have created. These files can be called from a HTTP server also by using your HTTP browser.





You cant upload files to any old space on the remote server. Your individual account is set a megabyte limit (Bigpond’s is 5.0 megs) and this is stored in a directory that is relative to your user account name.





eg: My user account name is duglas666. That is the account I dial into and type in my password each time I connect.





This means that on Bigponds file servers there is a directory called duglas666 that only I can upload things to. By putting items there they are accessible to others via a HTTP browser, meaning they can be viewed but not edited/deleted.


__________________________________________________________________________________________________





In order to put files up on my FTP space I am required to connect to Bigponds users server. This requires me entering 3 pieces of information





1. the FTP server name. 


2. My user/account name


3 My user/account password


�My details are as follows:


1. ftp.users.bigpond.com


2. duglas666


3. *********      ( I’m not giving you my password hehe )





The client program will negotiate these above variables and log me into my own area of the Bigpond server. 


I am then able to upload files there for retrieval by a HTTP browser or my FTP Client.


The address that I would need to type into the Browser address bar would be as follows. 


http://www.users.bigpond.com/duglas666/ (name and extension of uploaded document/image eg. dug.htm)


Your browser is then able to retrieve the file and display it or choose to open or save it.


__________________________________________________________________________________________________





There are several  FTP Clients and HTTP browsers available.


Below are the programs that I use and find to be user friendly.





FTP Client: Cuteftp 


HTTP Browser: Netscape (only the foolish would use Microsoft’s Internet Explorer, hope I don’t offend anybody )





Both of these programs are free and available at many positions on the Internet. Just do a general search on either of them and you will find an address to download them from. If you cant find them let me know and I’ll get you the direct locations.














